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SUBJECT: MANTA, ECUADOR'S SECOND PORT, PARALYZED 

1. ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM THE MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT AND 
POLICE JANUARY 28, A TOTALLY EFFECTIVE GENERAL STRIKE CLOSED 
DOWN THE CITY OF MANTA BEGINNING THE MORNING OF THAT DAY. 
BANKS ARE CLOSED AND BUSINESSES HAVE SHUTDOWN IN RESPONSE 
TO AN APPEAL BY THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE; TRAFFIC TO THE 
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL, PORTOVIEJO, HAS BEEN REPORTED SERIOUSLY 
AFFECTED. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS JANUARY 29, UPROAR WAS CAUSED 
BY ALLEGED NEGLECT BY CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OF FUNDAMENTAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS, INCLUDING THE PORT. IN A 

PROTEST DIRECTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHED IN EL 
TIEMPO JANUARY 29 A GREAT NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS ARE CITED 
INCLUDING THE SEA OF MUD AND WASTE WHICH CHARACTERIZES 
THE CITY IN THE RAINY SEASON BECAUSE OF LACK OF PAVED 
STREETS AND THE ABSENCE OF ADQUATE SEWERAGE. 

3. GOVERNOR OF PROVINCE, WHO ADDRESSED CITIZENS 
JANUARY 28 WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN HIS ATTEMPTS TO APPEASE 
THEM. LEADER OF PEOPLES' PROTEST ORGANIZATION, IN FACT, 
ACCUSED GOVERNOR OF BEING INTOLERANT OF 
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PEOPLES' JUST DEMANDS AND INSULTING. 
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4. COMMENT: HIGH OFFICIAL IN MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT 

HAS ACCUSED VELASQUISTAS OF CAUSING UNREST. BUT 

REGARDLESS OF WHO IS RESPONSIBLE, THOSE IN EMBASSY 

AND CONGEN GUAYAQUIL WHO KNOW MANTA ARE SURE THAT MANY 

OF CITIZENRY'S COMPLAINTS ARE JUSTIFIED. WE EXPECT 

SITUATION TO CALM WITHOUT SPREADING TO OTHER PROVINCES. 
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